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Commemorating the Great War - Exhibit & 2014 Speakers Series 
By Brian Tackaberry, 
 
To mark the 100th anniversary of the start of the Great War, the North Lanark Regional Museum in 
Appleton is unveiling its newest exhibit, entitled “The Lost Generation: Almonte And Area During 
WWI”.  The exhibit is a tribute to tell the story of the men and women of Mississippi Mills who fought 
and died in the Great War.  
 
WWI was declared 100 years ago on August 4, 1914, and men from Almonte and throughout Lanark 
County answered the call within a week.  Over four years, approximately 600 individuals with ties to 
the Almonte area enlisted for service, and 100 paid the supreme sacrifice during the war, or died of 
injuries shortly after the Armistice. 
 
The exhibit contains original photographs, documents, uniforms and artifacts from the 
war.  Information on the early days of the war, the regional battalions, and life in the Home Front are 
included as part of the exhibits. Some of the items on display have been kindly loaned to the museum 
by families of the men killed in the war.  In addition, the exhibit will have a display of military and 
civilian buttons from the time of World War One, courtesy of the Ottawa Valley Button Club.  
 
As part of the 2014 fall speaker’s program for the North Lanark Historical Society, the exhibit will be 
officially opened on Sunday November 2nd at 2:00PM.  Local researcher Brian Tackaberry, who set up 
the museum’s exhibit,  will be making a presentation on the men of Almonte and Area during WWI, 
based on stories from the recently published book, The Lost Generation of Mississippi Mills: WWI 
Casualties. 
 
 The Military Exhibit will be open throughout October and November. For more information or to 
arrange a group tour please contact Brian Tackaberry at 613-256-4221. 
 

Book - Lost Generation of Mississippi Mills: WWI Casualties 
On Sunday August 17 a large crowd gathered at the Old Town Hall in Almonte for the launch of the 
book, The Lost Generation of Mississippi Mills: WWI Casualties. The book was produced by the Town of 
Mississippi Mills and the North Lanark Historical Society. 
 
The publication is not for sale; however, it is being distributed throughout the community to the 
schools, libraries, legions and museums. Individual copies are also being distributed to the families of 
the deceased soldiers.  
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Photo - NLHS President Ed Wilson presenting a copy of the book 
to Mayor John Levi. (Image courtesy of the Carleton Place-
Almonte Canadian Gazette) 
 
Here is an excerpt from the publication: 
 

Gunner JAMES HOWARD BLAIR (1260014) 
 
James Howard Blair was born September 11, 1896 in Pakenham 
Township, Ontario to James Blair and Jessie Snedden Whyte. 
His father was a farmer on Lot 15 Concession 11 of Pakenham 
Township and had two sons: James Howard and Andrew Murray (died young in 1901). Howard attended 
school in Pakenham, then worked on his parents’ farm.  
 
Howard enlisted with the 8th Brigade, Canadian Field Artillery on May 1, 1916 in Ottawa, Ontario. He 
gave his address as Pakenham and occupation as farmer. He was described as a single man, aged 19 
years, 5’9”tall, weighing 145 pounds, medium complexion, blue eyes, and brown hair. He had no 
previous military experience and gave his religion as Presbyterian. He listed his father, James Blair of 
Pakenham, as next of kin. In his military will dated August 29, 1916 he bequeathed all his belongings to 

his mother, Jessie Blair in Pakenham. 
 
Photo – Gunner H. Blair (Image below, courtesy of Marika Pirie) 
 
A few days after enlisting, he was transferred on May 6, 1916 to the 
13th Brigade Ammunition Column of the Canadian Field Artillery 
(CFA). While training in Canada, he received 168 hours of detention 
on August 13 but no reason was given. He embarked from Halifax on 
September 19 aboard S.S. Olympic, and arrived in Liverpool on 
September 26. On January 22, 1917, he was transferred from Camp 
Witley to the Trench Mortar Batteries of the 4th Canadian Divisional 
Artillery at Milford Camp. On March 14, he was posted to the 15th 
Brigade 82nd Howitzer Battery at Witley.  
 
He proceeded overseas on March 17 and arrived in France as 

reinforcement for the 1st Canadian Divisional Ammunition Column and was posted to the 1st Brigade 
CFA on March 18. He was reported as killed in action while the unit was in the Mericourt Line trenches 
near Loos, France on July 22, 1917, as part of the lead up to the battle of Hill 70. The War Diaries for July 
21 reported: 
 
Weather fine. Orders for relief of this Brigade on nights 21/22 and 22/23 are attached hereto. Our heavies 
bombarded Avion and Merricourt. Hostile artillery fairly quiet during the day. During night at 10PM heavy 
bombardment north of Avion. One of our balloons was shelled during the evening from Acheville. 
Considerable individual movement was observed behind the enemy’s lines. 
 
The circumstances of his death record: 
This soldier was one of a working party, detached from the Battery, building a new gun position, on the 
night of July 21st, 1917. He had gone over to a shell hole, where the material was stored, to obtain a tool, 
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and while there the enemy artillery opened up fire. Gunner Blair and a comrade took shelter behind a steel 
sector which was later struck by a shell, causing the instantaneous death of the two men. 
 
Howard’s death was recorded in the local papers a month later: 
Amid the gloom of the recent years of war, our hearts have truly bled for the parents who from time to 
time have received the sad news that their loved one had paid the supreme sacrifice, but greatest of all 
seemed the shock to our town when it was learned that James Howard Blair, somewhere in France, had 
given his life for his country. As soon as war broke out he was anxious to accept his country’s call, and as 
soon as he attained the required age he enlisted at Ottawa with an Artillery Battalion. After training for a 
short time at Kingston, he was sent overseas and was again in training at Shorncliffe, England, till April 
last, when his regiment was sent to France, since when he has been in active service. Howard was a 
student in our continuation school up to the time of his enlistment, and was exceptionally bright. He was 
always of a cheerful disposition and was everybody’s friend. He was the only surviving child of Mr. and 
Mrs. James Blair of Pakenham, and was not yet twenty-one years of age. The whole community not only 
extends its deepest sympathy, but participates in their sore bereavement. A memorial service will be held 
in St. Andrew’s Church on Sunday morning, August 19th, at the morning service.(Almonte Gazette, Friday 
August 17, 1917) 
 
The memorial service held in St. Andrew’s church on Sunday August 19th in loving memory of the late 
Gunner James Howard Blair, who fell in action “Somewhere in France” July 22nd, will long be remembered 
by the many friends from the whole country around who assembled to pay a last fitting tribute to the 
honorable memory of the young hero, who had given his life for King and his native land; and in deepest 
heartfelt sympathy for the bereaved parents bowed under the saddest of all sorrows, the loss in this life of 
a son, so well beloved, their only son, an exceptionally bright promising young man of twenty-one. 
Howard’s name, shining in golden letters on the roll of honor, enshrouded by the Union Jack and 
decorated by flowers in royal purple and white, breathing of the glory of the crown of immortality, was the 
Altar sacrifice in the church in which from a boy, he worshipped. Psalms, hymns, prayer and exhortation 
all breathed of the same glorious hope that our bless departed are not dead but laid away in gentle sleep, 
“Asleep in Jesus”, and that we must follow after in the triumph and line of saints and martyrs and noble 
heroes who, like our dear Howard, have made the supreme sacrifice for “Greater love hath no man than 
this, that a man lay down his life for his friends”. (Almonte Gazette, Friday August 24, 1917) 
 
James Howard Blair was killed in action on July 22, 1917, age 20 years. He was buried in Loos British 
Cemetery, Loos Village, in the Pas-de-Calais region of France, grave reference II-A-4. His British War 
Medal, Victory Medal and Silver Cross were sent to his mother, Jessie Blair, and his Memorial Plaque 
and Scroll to his father, James Blair, both in Pakenham. He is memorialized on page 202 of the Book of 
Remembrance. His name is inscribed on the Cenotaph in Pakenham as: J.H. Blair and is on the 
Memorial Plaque at Pakenham United Church as: Blair, J H. He is also commemorated on his parent’s 
grave marker in Union Cemetery in Pakenham Village as: Gnr. James Howard Blair, No.1260014, 1st 
Brigade CFA, Born 11 Sept. 1896, Killed in Action at Loos, France, 22 July, 1917 
 

Count Your Blessings 
By Myrtle McNeely  

Presented September 28, 2014 at the Almonte Baptist Church in honour of our 150
th

 anniversary 

 
The theme of the Almonte Baptist Church’s 150th anniversary this year is “Count Your Blessings”. The 
congregation of the ABC was organized on April 8, 1864 in a private home initially and later in the 
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school house and Temperance Hall.  It was recorded that Robert Yuill used to walk to and from 
Middeville for church services at ABC .  He removed his shoes and carried them until he was close to 
our church in order to save them. Count your blessings that you and I do not need to do so!  
 
Mrs. Kearney donated the land on which our present church now stands.  The church was built in 1868  
with the first service being held on Jan. 3, 1869. Later in 1927 the front porch was built from the same 
quarry. For that first service Rev. Caldwell conducted the morning services, Rev. Steward preached in 
the afternoon and Rev. Ramboth at night.  
 
In Oct. 1889 the Almonte Baptist church had  its first settled minister-Rev. J.W. Manning.  Mr. James 
Thompson was the precentor until an organ was purchased in 1873. One of the earliest recorded 
baptisms was on Dec. 23, 1874. 
 
During one revival at ABC a young Roman Catholic girl came to our church and declared her intention 
to join.  One Sunday afternoon during a service, her brothers and others invaded the church and 
dragged her out.  She was taken home and locked up!!!  However, during the afternoon she escaped and 
sought refuge in another member’s house.  The church officials went to the Magistrate and obtained 
some type of restraining order enabling her to attend ABC.  Count your blessings we have the freedom 
to worship as we choose. 
 
Miss Jessie Matthews, baptized in 1899, was quite active in our church and later in our Sunday school.  
One time she made a plea to all the S.S. students to make a contribution to help build the present S.S. 
hall.  She said if they could bring 5 cents, it would mean buying a brick for the hall.  So the following 
Sunday, Doug Lorimer, appeared with a used brick as his donation.  This brick can be found on the 
back wall of the Sunday school.   
 
Jessie Matthews was a teacher at our high school.  At one time our ladies group was called the “Jessie 
Matthews Mission Circle” in honour of her many contributions.  Her picture is displayed in a mural in 
downtown Almonte. 
 
One of our former members-Rev.  Matthews-was well known for his work with troubled youth and was 
the driving force behind the foundation of Project Reconciliation.  At one time we were a two point 
charge with Carleton Place in the 1950’s.  The minister then was the late Rev. Arthur Hirtle.  He married 
Eleanor and Slick Wright in 1955 in Carleton Place. We also shared our building for several years with 
the Seven Day Adventists until 1979 when they bought a church home in Carleton Place. 
 
For many years we had a church manse that housed our minister, wife and family.  The men of the 
church also provided upkeep on this building.  The manse was sold in the early 50’s. 
 
Prior to the building of our new washrooms, we walked down the stairs to the basement and used the 
washroom there.  Count your blessings there is no need of this now!!! Two washrooms have been built 
on the main floor-one of them being a handicapped washroom built in 2005. 
  
At one time we had a large number in Sunday School. I remember singing all the old time choruses in 
Sunday School with Mabel Templeman playing the piano.  
 
Did you know our original communion set is displayed the Communion case made by the late Willard 
Dennis-a very talented craftsman. 
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At one time we had a large wood stove in the S.S. as well as a wood furnace in the basement.  The men, 
often my dad and Allan would have the chore of coming early to church to light the wood stove and 
firing up the furnace for the morning service.  The winter’s wood was cut-usually from my dad’s 
property and stored downstairs in the basement.  While the stove and the furnace were heating they 
would clean the carpet with the carpet sweeper.  Count your blessings men! 
 
Did you know my mom suggested the scripture:  ”Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God” be our motto and 
it was placed above us on the arch. 
 
I remember all the wonderful Christmas 
concerts we had with the women making 
popcorn and candy treats.  Dad also chose what 
seemed to be the largest tree in his bush lot to 
bring to the church to be decorated. 
 
On occasion our small church group had work 
bees to paint the S.S.-no small task with the 
high ceilings.  Count your blessings we now hire 
a painter. 
 
Did you know that the late George Gomme, 
baptized in 1930 became the Minister of 
Highways for the Conservative government? 
 
In my youth we always had a choir.  One time in particular Randy Levi who sat behind me tied the 
ribbons of my dress to the chair without my noticing.  When   I stood up the chair came too. 
The organist at that time was Lila Jones who had persuaded me to join the choir as there was a physical 
hole that needed filling.  I certainly wasn’t asked because of my vocal talent.  
 
Did you know that the late Alma Davis Matthews, baptized in 1903 became a Baptist missionary with 
her husband in India? 
 
The wheelchair ramp was in part financed by the family of the late Kay Goodfellow who was an 
adherent for many years.  At the age of 79 Kay was baptized in 1989.  As well I remember when Russell 
Dodds, a veteran, was baptized in 1951.  Dad and another man assisted him in his wheelchair. 
 
Many of our men enlisted in the wars.  One of our recent adherents was the late Hal Merrithew who 
served in the 2nd World War and the Korean War.  His rank was Colonel.  One of our current members, 
Chip Cook, served in Iraq. Did you know that a previous pastor, Rev. Garden Lanctot became a military 
chaplain?  During his chaplaincy he prevented the possible injury or death of 4 people.  Later Rev. 
Lactot received the Medal of Bravery from the Governor General. 
 
We count our blessings for the many faithful servants over the years at ABC.  Treasurers over the years 
have included my dad and my sister a combined time of over 40 years.  Now Betty Jones is our faithful 
treasurer.  The late Betty Thompson served as church clerk for almost 40 years and now Eleanor Wright 
has been our church clerk for many years. Art Levi, a chartered accountant, audited our church books 
for over 20 years at no cost to our church. I was honored to be an elder and serve with my dad.  The 
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minister at the time was Rev. Blake Eady. 
 
A lot has changed over the years.  However, one fact has remained-we continue to follow the scripture 
verse: “Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God” and to follow his will for us. We have a lot to be proud of in 
the past and look forward to the future to serve our Lord. 
 
Happy 150th anniversary!!!!!  Remember to count our blessings as a church and as individuals!! 
 
 

PA Day Camp - Medieval 
On September 26, 2014 the Museum ran its first ever PA Day Camp. With 8 children in 
attendance it was a great success! Many thanks to Noreen Heighton, Eleanor Wright and Rita 
Cornell for volunteering that day! Here are a few photos! 
 

   
 

President’s Pen 
 
Among the many successes and achievements that have occurred recently at the North Lanark Regional 
Museum, the one that is very exciting is the classification and listing of the genealogical material.  
There are many reference books and many family tree recordings.  Quite often a family tree book was 
created for a family reunion and one copy was donated to our Museum.  With the passage of time and 
family members leaving the local area, our copy is often the only available copy for individuals doing 
research.  
 
The full list of the reference material is available on our website at:  
www.northlanarkregionalmuseum.com   
Click on “Genealogy and Books” and then click on  
To see a master list of our Genealogy holdings in pdf format, Click Here 
 
The title of the book will have one main family name, but there will be many other names of people 
who married the descendants of the main family.   
 
The genealogical workshop being offered at the Museum will be an excellent opportunity to begin, or to 
continue, searching your family tree. 
 
Edward Wilson, 
President NLHS

http://www.northlanarkregionalmuseum.com/
http://northlanarkregionalmuseum.com/MASTER%20COPY%20-%20MUSEUM%20REFERENCE%20MATERIAL%20-%20AUG%202010%20-%20WEBSITE%20%20APRIL%202012.pdf
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2014 Speakers Series: The Lost Villages 
The NLHS hosted the first in its 2014 Fall Speakers Series on October 15, 2014 with Jennifer Debruin 
giving her presentation “The Lost Villages.” Jennifer spoke about the construction of the St. Lawrence 
Seaway, the villages and hamlets that were destroyed and her family connection to the story. Jennifer is 
the author of A Walk with Mary, which is a historical-fiction based on the experience of her 
grandmother who grew up in Moulinette and later watched her community disappear under water. 
For those who missed the presentation please check out the following links for more information: 
 
www.lostvillages.ca/ - a open air site dedicated to the Lost Villages 
www.sunkenvillages.ca – a virtual exhibit that uses aerial photography to show the underwater remains 
www.jenniferdebruin.com – more information on Jennifer’s publications and her research 
www.cbc.ca/archives - digital archives, several videos related to the Seaway Project 
 

2014 Events 

Sept. 2 to Nov. 15 
Museum Open 

Wed to Saturday 
1:00pm to 4:00pm 

Museum Fall Hours  
For genealogy or research requests please call in advance 613-257-8503 or  
appletonmuseum@hotmail.com 
 

October & 
November 

Exhibit: The Lost Generation of Mississippi Mills 
A WW1 exhibit using photographs, artifacts, letters and uniforms to tell the 
story of our fallen soldiers. 

Sunday, Nov. 2 
2:00pm-4:00pm 

Speaker Series 
Unveiling of the museum’s military display, with a guest speaker and 
refreshments. 
 

Nov, 12-15 
 

Genealogy Workshop: Beginning to Climb your Family Tree 
Nov, 12-14, 2:00pm-4:00pm &  Nov 15, 10:00am-12:00pm 
For more details see www.northlanarkregionalmuseum.com  
To register please call 613-257-8503 or email appletonmuseum@hotmail.com 

 

THE MUSEUM WOULD LIKE TO THANK… 
 Ellie Zamorano & Cameron Miller for volunteering during the summer camps. 

 Mae Gorham who volunteered for a week to catalogue part of the collection. 

 Our camp activity testers –Annie, Aiden & Isabel! 

 Joan Caldwell for donating money to purchase slip n slide for summer camps 

 Our newest volunteers: Sam Hargadon, Kristie Bredfeldt and Celia Zamorano 

 All our volunteers who helped with our outreach tables at the Lanark County Harvest Festival, 
Mississippi Mills at a Glance, Seniors Expo 

 All the volunteers who helped with the Garage Sale and the Apple Pie Social 

 Brian Tackaberry for researching, preparing and installing the 2014 WWI exhibit 

 Myrtle McNeely and Eleanor Wright for submitting an article for the newsletter 

 Mayor Levi & Councillors of the Town of Mississippi Mills for their continued financial support.   

 The Ontario Trillium Foundation for funding our project “Paving the Way to Sustainability,” the OTF is 
an agency of the Government of Ontario. 

http://www.lostvillages.ca/
http://www.sunkenvillages.ca/
http://www.jenniferdebruin.com/
http://www.cbc.ca/archives
mailto:appletonmuseum@hotmail.com
http://www.northlanarkregionalmuseum.com/
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The North Lanark Historical Society and Museum would like to thank 
several people and organizations for their continued support: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North Lanark Historical Society 
Membership Form 

 

At the NLHS we welcome new and renewed memberships. We have a variety of  activities to enjoy throughout the 
year from our tasty Strawberry Social to our engaging museum displays and our children’s camps. We organize guest 
speakers, prepare history publications and send out a newsletter. We also collect stories and objects from the past 
and bring them to life at the North Lanark Regional Museum in Appleton. Most of  our events, exhibits and socials 
are family friendly. We offer opportunities for children to learn, discover and play.  
 
The NLHS has the lowest membership fee around, just $10.00 for an individual or $25.00 for a family and its tax 
deductible. To become a member today just fill out the form below and return it to the museum or address below. 
 

Welcome to your friendly historical society and museum. We’re just down the road! 
 
Name:   _________________________________________ Phone #:  _____________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

E-mail:  ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you interested in volunteering at the MUSEUM?  YES/NO  ___________________________________ 

How do you prefer to receive the newsletter? PAPER/EMAIL   ___________________________________ 
 

(mailing) 
North Lanark Historical Society 

P.O. Box 218 
Almonte ON K0A 1A0 

(museum) 
North Lanark Regional Museum 

647 River Rd 
Appleton On K0A1A0 

 

Membership and Donations may be combined and are eligible for tax deductible charitable receipts. 
Please make cheques payable to the North Lanark Historical Society 


